


looked, could we start to produce the
master moulds.”

When Phil and his team had sorted the
new RS panels it was then back to HQ to
get everything up and running. You may
think that just changing the bumper design
wouldn’t cause any issues, but as a highly-
stressed race car everything needs to work
in perfect harmony with one another, and
as soon as you change one element the
whole balance needs readdressing. This also
meant that all work had to be carried out in
conjunction with the BTCC Technical staff,
to ensure the car meets the regulations for
next season.

We've actually redesigned the entire
cooling package with the help of Pro Alloy.
Both the radiator and intercooler have been
redesigned and repositioned to better make
use of the airflow and altered aerodynamics
offered by the new RS design. We then used
a temperature controlled rolling road while
mountune made a few tweaks to the ECU
calibrations to confirm that our changes
actually improved things. We did one initial
day to run the new kit and see how things
performed, before returning to the same
dyno a week later with some minor changes
based on what we’d learnt the week
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cooling package but nothing substitutes on-

track testing for this sort of work. And that’s

our next objective!

It's been a hectic few weeks for the team;
we got the first kits back from Fibreglass
Phil in November, but then we had our
first rolling road test in early December,
and, by the time you read this you would
have probably seen on social media and in
various show reports that the new cars also
had to be ready, in full 2018 livery, for their
launch at the Autosport show recently!

At the time of writing the cars are in the
truck and heading to Birmingham ready
for their big unveiling at the NEC, but as
soon as the covers are off and the world’s
press have finished photographing the
cars we'll be straight back into our hectic
testing schedule; starting with a UK-based
shakedown before heading out to Spain!  FF

You can see how much
extra clearance the BTCC kit gives

The carwas tested on a temperature-controlled rolling road to see what improvements had been made
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the cooling systems too
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