
The changeable weather conditions at 
Brands Hatch posed all the teams a bit of 
a puzzle when it came to tyre choice for 
Sunday’s opening race. For us, both Mat 
Jackson and Martin Depper opted for 
�V�O�L�F�N�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���S�O�D�F�H���T�X�D�O�L�4�H�U�����3��������
Rory Butcher decided to gamble with wets. 
Initially it looked like a wise move, but as 
the track dried out it soon favoured those 
running slicks. This was good news for Mat, 
�Z�K�R���F�D�U�Y�H�G���K�L�V���Z�D�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���4�H�O�G���I�U�R�P��
�K�L�V���3�������V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���3�����E�\���W�K�H���H�Q�G��
�R�I���O�D�S���������+�H���W�K�H�Q���V�H�W���K�L�V���V�L�J�K�W�V���R�Q���3�����R�Q���W�K�H��
next lap, but unfortunately the gap to the 
leading trio proved a step too far to catch 
�E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���U�D�F�H�����4�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���I�R�X�U�W�K��

Mat then repeated his stellar 
performance in the second race of the day, 
and for a brief spell it looked like a fairy-tale 
ending could be on the cards as Mat moved 
�S�D�V�W���$�V�K���6�X�W�W�R�Q���D�Q�G���7�R�P���–�Q�J�U�D�P���L�Q�W�R���3������
�D�Q�G���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���F�O�R�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���J�D�S���R�Q���$�L�G�H�Q���0�R�•�D�W��
in the lead. Unfortunately, it wasn’t to be, 
�D�Q�G���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���K�L�V���E�H�V�W���H�•�R�U�W�V���0�D�W���F�D�P�H���X�Q�G�H�U��
pressure from the fast-charging Hondas 
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and had to concede a couple of spots, taking 
�D���V�H�F�R�Q�G���3�����4�Q�L�V�K���R�I���W�K�H���G�D�\���D�Q�G���D�����W�K��
�–�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���Z�L�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�D�V�R�Q�����b�
�5�D�F�H�������Z�D�V��
mega. We were out at the front for most 
of the race before getting muscled out of it 
which was frustrating, but the car had great 
�S�D�F�H�������0�D�W���V�D�\�V�����
�7�K�H���W�U�L�F�N�\���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���–���W�K�L�Q�N��
played into our hands. It helped to even out 
�W�K�H���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���4�H�O�G���D�Q�G���W�K�U�R�Z�V���W�K�H���%�R�3���R�X�W���R�I��
the window.”

We then headed into Race 3 with a 
mathematical chance of retaining the 
Independent Teams’ crown, but we needed 
to rely on a DNF from Tom Ingram’s 
Speedworks Motorsport Toyota to stand a 
�F�K�D�Q�F�H�����0�D�W���P�D�G�H���D���V�W�R�U�P�L�Q�J���V�W�D�U�W�����L�Q�W�R���3����
on the opening lap, and then slipping past 
�–�Q�J�U�D�P���L�Q�W�R���3�����R�Q���O�D�S���������%�X�W���D�Q�\���K�R�S�H���R�I��
keeping the title soon faded when Ingram 
abruptly pushed Mat onto the wet grass, 
as Mat swerved back onto the track he 
collided with Championship challenger, Colin 
Turkington, who was unfortunately forced 
to retire from the race. Mat managed to  
�4�J�K�W���K�L�V���Z�D�\���E�D�F�N���W�R���3�������E�X�W���L�W���Z�D�V�Q���W���W�K�H���Z�D�\��
he, or any of the team, wanted to end the 
�����������V�H�D�V�R�Q��

�%�U�D�Q�G�V���S�U�R�Y�H�G���H�T�X�D�O�O�\���D�V���G�L�]�F�X�O�W���I�R�U��
Mat’s teammates, Martin and Rory, but the 
duo displayed an heroic performance in the 
�4�Q�D�O���U�D�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�D�V�R�Q�����P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���Z�D�\��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���4�H�O�G�����0�D�U�W�L�Q���V���3�������4�Q�L�V�K���G�L�G�Q���W��
tell the full story, as he was running as high 
�D�V���3�������D�W���W�K�H���P�L�G���S�R�L�Q�W�����D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G��

�W�K�H���I�D�V�W�H�V�W���O�D�S���R�I���W�K�H���U�D�F�H���W�R�R���������Z�K�L�O�H���5�R�U�\��
battled through to earn his fourth points-
�V�F�R�U�L�Q�J���4�Q�L�V�K���L�Q���M�X�V�W���I�R�X�U���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V���D�V���K�H��
�F�D�P�H���K�R�P�H���L�Q���3������

�7�H�D�P���0�D�Q�D�J�H�U�����2�O�\���&�R�O�O�L�Q�V�����U�H�5�H�F�W�V���R�Q��
�W�K�H���Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G�����
�1�R�W���D���E�D�G���Z�D�\���W�R���H�Q�G���W�K�H��
season. Mat managed to score some good 
results but was unlucky to have not to have 
�J�R�W���W�K�H���Z�L�Q���L�Q���5�D�F�H���������0�D�U�W�L�Q���D�Q�G���5�R�U�\���Z�H�U�H��
awesome in Race 3 on the slick tyres. Fair 
play to them both, it was a really good call to 
�W�D�N�H���W�K�H���U�L�V�N���D�Q�G���L�W���V�R���Q�H�D�U�O�\���S�D�L�G���R�•����

�+�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V�����
�&�R�Q�J�U�D�W�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���W�K�L�V��
year’s Champions. It’s been an interesting 
year to say the least, but now our focus 
�W�X�U�Q�V���W�R�������������Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�L�P���R�I���F�R�P�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N��
stronger with a championship challenging 
campaign!” 

And that echoes the thoughts of all of the 
team, as we look forward to what seeing 
�Z�K�D�W�������������E�U�L�Q�J�V������
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