FAST FLEET

Mat ends the
season with another
Independents win

MOTORBASEFOCUS BTCC

ASO
SIGN-O

The Motorbase crew end the 2017 season with an

Independent Win...
and had to concede a couple of spots, taking WKH IDVWHVW ODS RI WKH UDFH WR
D VHFRQG 3 4QLVK RI WKH GD| afed tivoughko earn his fourth points-
-QGHSHQGHQW ZLQ Rl WKH VHDWHRY LIDIKHVEDLDY MXVW IRXU PHHW
mega. We were out at the front for most FDPH KRPH LQ 3
of the race before getting muscled out of it 7HDP ODQDJHU 20\ &ROOLQV UHS5EH
which was frustrating, but the car had great WKH ZHHNHQG 1RW D EDG ZD\ WR F
SDFH ODW VD\V 7KH WULFN\ Béa&a Mal mRraged-to\dtkre phe good
played into our hands. It helped to even out results but was unlucky to have not to have
WKH SOD\LQJ 4HOG DQG WKURZIRWKWM IHRBLRXWV) BDFH O0DUWLQ DQ

The changeable weather conditions at the window.” awesome in Race 3 on the slick tyres. Fair

Brands Hatch posed all the teams a bit of We then headed into Race 3 with a play to them both, it was a really good call to

a puzzle when it came to tyre choice for mathematical chance of retaining the WDNH WKH ULVN DQG LW VR QHDUO\

Sunday'’s opening race. For us, both Mat Independent Teams’ crown, but we needed +H FRQWLQXHV &RQJUDWXODWLR

Jackson and Martin Depper opted for to rely on a DNF from Tom Ingram’s year's Champions. It's been an interesting

VOLFNV ZKLOH KLJKHVW SO D F 3pgetiddks Matorspdrt Toyota to stand a year to say the least, but now our focus

Rory Butcher decided to gamble with wets. FKDQFH ODW PDGH D VWRUPLQWXWQVUWRLQWRLK WKH DLP RI FRP

Initially it looked like a wise move, but as on the opening lap, and then slipping past stronger with a championship challenging

the track dried out it soon favoured those -QJUDP LQWR 3 RQ ODS % XWcan@aidhRSH RI

running slicks. This was good news for Mat, keeping the title soon faded when Ingram And that echoes the thoughts of all of the

ZKR FDUYHG KLV ZD\ WKURXJK #biiptlypHsded NbkBrito the wet grass, team, as we look forward to what seeing

KLV 3 VWDUWLQJ SRVLWLRQ WaRMat servedbhck Ghid the track he ZKDW EULFFJV

R1 ODS +H WKHQ VHW KLV VLJ¢omdet RitQ GhaRppnahkd ehallenger, Colin

next lap, but unfortunately the gap to the Turkington, who was unfortunately forced

leading trio proved a step too far to catch to retire from the race. Mat managed to

EHIRUH WKH HQG RI WKH UDFH 4AXXW KIL@ JZIRXEDVFN WR 3 EXW LW ZDVQ W WKH ZD\

Mat then repeated his stellar he, or any of the team, wanted to end the

performance in the second race of the day, VHDVRQ

and for a brief spell it looked like a fairy-tale %UDQGY SURYHG HTXDOO\ DV GL]FXOW IRU

ending could be on the cards as Mat moved Mat's teammates, Martin and Rory, but the W

SDVW $VK 6 XWWRQ DQG 7RP —Qdud Bigpldye\arhedoic performance in the E

DQG VWDUWHG FORVLQJ WKH RO R® $DEH @R IOWKHWHDVRQ PDNLQJ WKHLU ZD\ »

in the lead. Unfortunately, it wasn't to be, WKURXJK WKH 4HOG ODUWLQ V 3 4QLVK GLGQ W '<§'(

DQG GHVSLWH KLV EHVW H R UWeWtiehilstér) BstheXv@Gihiing as high é

pressure from the fast-charging Hondas DV 3 DW WKH PLG SRLQW DQIG HYHQ UHFRUGHG T
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