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pressed into service ahead of schedule. 
�7�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���4���Y�H���V�K�H�O�O�V���K�D�Y�H���D�O�O���E�H�H�Q���E�X�L�O�W���L�Q��

house at Motorbase Performance, overseen 
by Richard Townsend. But with such a tight 
deadline the only option this time was to 
�H�P�S�O�R�\���:�3�0�6�����:�L�O�O�L�H���3�R�R�O���0�R�W�R�U�V�S�R�U�W��
�6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����W�R���G�R���W�K�H���V�K�H�O�O�����Z�K�L�O�H���5�L�F�K�D�U�G��
assisted. This was the only way we could 
get the shell completed in time and to the 
standard that we’d accept. 

�:�L�O�O�L�H���Z�R�U�N�H�G���K�L�V���P�D�J�L�F���D�Q�G���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\��
got the shell ready two days earlier than 
planned. This was critical for us, as once 
we'd received the car we still needed to prep 
the shell and paint it before we could then 
start the task of building it up again. 

There were 9 weeks between the accident 
�D�W���&�U�R�I�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���4���U�V�W���W�L�P�H���W�K�H���F�D�U���Q�H�H�G�H�G��
to be on track again. But by the time the 
decision was made, we were down to less 
than 6 weeks. And by the time work had 
�D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���V�W�D�U�W�H�G�����Z�K�H�Q���:�L�O�O�L�H���3�R�R�O���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G��
�W�K�H���V�K�H�O�O�����Z�H���K�D�G���M�X�V�W�������Z�H�H�N�V����

Team boss, David Bartrum, went up to 
�:�L�O�O�L�H���V���D�Q�G���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H���V�K�H�O�O���L�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\��
hours of 2nd August. At 7am the car was in 
our bodyshop being prepped by four guys. 
�7�K�L�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���4���Q�D�O���E�L�W�V���R�I���Z�H�O�G�L�Q�J�����J�U�L�Q�G�L�Q�J����
cleaning applying seals and tape, and lots 
�R�I���W�L�P�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�L�Q�J���4���G�G�O�\���E�L�W�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H�Q���W��
�R�E�Y�L�R�X�V���R�Q���W�K�H���4���Q�L�V�K�H�G���F�D�U�����7�K�H�\���J�R�W���W�K�D�W���D�O�O��
sorted, and by midnight on the 3rd our paint 
man, Ants, had the whole car painted and 
ready for the build. 

Then we managed to get ‘Pete the Pipe’, 
�D�V���K�H�
�V���D�•���H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�W�H�O�\���N�Q�R�Z�Q�����I�U�R�P���$�7�(�&���W�R��
�V�D�F�U�L�4���F�H���D���G�D�\���V���K�R�O�L�G�D�\���W�R���F�R�P�H���G�R�Z�Q���R�Q��
�W�K�H���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H�����W�K���W�R���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H��

hard lines (fuel, power steering, brakes, and 
�D�L�U�M�D�F�N���O�L�Q�H�V���b�L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���I�U�H�V�K�O�\���S�D�L�Q�W�H�G�b�V�K�H�O�O����
This was a day’s work along with installing 
�W�K�H���Z�L�U�L�Q�J���O�R�R�P�����:�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�K�H�O�O���S�O�X�P�E�H�G����
it was soon time to install all the new 
suspension, bodywork, engine, gearbox, 
and so on. Basically, anything that made the 
�F�D�U���V�W�D�U�W�����V�W�R�S�����R�U���V�W�H�H�U���V�W�L�O�O���K�D�G���W�R���E�H���4���W�W�H�G��

As if things weren’t tight enough for time, 
the venue of the next round couldn’t have 
been any more challenging. Had the next 
meeting been at Brands Hatch we could 
have continued working on the car right up 
until the last minute, more or less wheeling 
the car out of HQ and straight onto the 
track. But the next meeting wasn’t Brands… 
�L�W���Z�D�V���.�Q�R�F�N�K�L�O�O�����:�K�L�F�K���P�H�D�Q�W���Z�H���K�D�G���W�R��
�I�D�F�W�R�U���L�Q���W�K�H���O�H�Q�J�W�K�\���G�U�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���H�•���H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\��
move our schedule forward an entire day. 
This basically meant the car had to be fully 
�4���Q�L�V�K�H�G�����I�X�O�O�\���V�K�D�N�H�Q���G�R�Z�Q�����D�Q�G���U�D�F�H���U�H�D�G�\��
by the end of the day on the 9th.

The shakedown test is an installation 
check to make sure everything works as it 
�V�K�R�X�O�G�����:�H���D�O�V�R���E�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���E�U�D�N�H�V�����S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H��
start launches, and generally ensure we 
put the car through its paces. Having only 
had one day in the BTCC car, Rory Butcher 
came down from Knockhill to complete the 
shakedown before making his way back up 
�W�R���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G���U�H�D�G�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�D�F�H���Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G����

As usual the car was built perfectly and it 
�Z�D�V���U�H�D�G�\���I�R�U���.�Q�R�F�N�K�L�O�O���D�Q�G���5�R�U�\�
�V���4���U�V�W���%�7�&�&��
race. He did everyone proud, with a double 
�S�R�L�Q�W�V���V�F�R�U�L�Q�J���4���Q�L�V�K���R�Q���K�L�V���G�H�E�X�W���D�Q�G������������
�4���Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���U�H�F�R�U�G���W�R�R�����:�K�D�W���E�H�W�W�H�U���U�H�Z�D�U�G���I�R�U��
�W�K�H���W�H�D�P���V���V�W�H�O�O�D�U���H�•���R�U�W���L�Q���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���D�Q���H�Q�W�L�U�H��
�E�U�D�Q�G���Q�H�Z���F�D�U���E�X�L�O�W���L�Q���D�U�R�X�Q�G�������Z�H�H�N�V������

WILLIE POOL’S 
THOUGHTS
Willie remembers the challenging build too: 
“We started work on the chassis on 11th July 
and completed 1st August; 17 day’s work in 
total with between 16 and 36 hours labour per 
day to complete. On the last day (1st August) 
when David came to collect the chassis 
himself, we had worked 52hrs between 
Richard, Ade and myself before loading it on 
to the truck at 00.15am 2nd August.

“We worked 432hrs in total,” Willie 
continues, “this was initially helped by 
the Motorbase staff who de-bracketed 
the chassis to allow us to get straight on 
to the preparation and build. This was a 
monumental task for anyone to take on in 
such a short space of time, and without the 
help of Richard (who had built the 5-previous 
chassis) and our suppliers, I don’t think that 
it would have been possible. We like to push 
ourselves to the limit at WPMS and have yet to 
let a customer down, it just goes to show what 
can be achieved when people work together.”
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